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The “Gentle Approach” 
to French Immersion

The Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic 
District School Board offers an engaging, 
play-based  French Immersion 
Kindergarten program in a safe, caring and 
inclusive environment.  The program is 
designed to introduce the French language 
at the same time as nurturing the 
development of the mind, body and spirit. 



Is my child a good candidate for French 
Immersion?

Language will develop at different 
rates for different children.  
Progress is as individual as is each 
child.  If your child experiences 
some challenges with the French 
language, whether it be speaking, 
listening,  reading, or writing, the 
teacher along with the school team 
will work with your child and in 
partnership with you, will come up 
with strategies to support your child 
just like they would do if your child 
was struggling with Math or English 
language skills in an English 
Kindergarten classroom.



The French Immersion Program is 
designed specifically for children whose 
first language is not French.  It enables 
children to interact, discover, and learn 
French in a play and inquiry based 
environment.



Supporting your child’s success in French Immersion

Your involvement and support for your child's education is one of the most 
important factors in your child's success. You do not need to know French in 
order to support your child in French Immersion. 

Provide a supportive environment in your child’s first language.
Continue to ask your child about their day, what they are learning, and their new 
discoveries.
Continue to read with your child every night in English and French.
Listen to French songs, watch French videos, and point out French text within your 
home.
Share in the excitement of learning a new language and a new culture.
Borrow French resources and materials from your Public Library.
Communicate with your child’s teacher early if you have any concerns.



Spiritual Development and Learning

A child’s faith journey in school includes various experiences:
• learning different forms of prayer including Christian 

meditation
• participating in school liturgies
• exploring the wonders of God’s creations 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14)



Learning Through Play 
“…for children, play is serious learning.  
Play is really the work of childhood.” 

~Fred Rogers~

Children learn through purposeful play and inquiry in the 
classroom and outdoors. They learn about themselves, others, 

and the world around them by exploring, discovering, 
experimenting, and questioning. 



Four Frames of Learning
In Kindergarten, your child will build their skills, knowledge, and 

experiences in four key areas or frames of learning. 
The frames:
• reflect the natural way children learn
• help educators and families focus on how a child’s learning develops

Belonging and Contributing
Self-Regulation and Well-Being
Demonstrating Literacy and Mathematics Behaviours
Problem Solving and Innovating 

F



Belonging and Contributing 
Children explore their connections to others and their role as 

community members.  Through play and interactions with 
peers, they learn about relationships as they build an 

understanding of the contributions they can make to various 
groups, the wider community and the world around them.



Belonging and Contributing in 
French



Self-Regulation and Well-Being
Children develop a sense of self-awareness and an 

understanding of the importance of physical and mental 
health and wellness.  They learn important life skills including 

how to regulate their emotions and how to adapt to 
distractions.  



Self-Regulation and Well-Being in 
French



Demonstrating Literacy and 
Mathematics Behaviours

French Immersion students will focus on learning about  
letters and sounds as well as numbers and math skills in 
French during the Kindergarten years.  Explicit English 

instruction for reading, writing, and math will be introduced in 
Grade 1.  



Supporting your child at home with Literacy and 
Mathematics in French 

You will have access to a helpful French reading program at home 
called Lecture Enfant,  where you can listen to and read along with the 
French sounds, words, and stories that your children are exploring at 
school.

Your child’s teacher will share songs, videos, and ideas to help you to 
reinforce and support the love of learning French during family time.

You will be amazed at how much French you will learn with your child in 
the French Immersion program.



Problem Solving and Innovating
Children make meaning of the world around them by 

observing, questioning, planning, exploring, testing theories 
and solving problems.  They use their natural curiosity to 

investigate new and complex ideas. As their language 
proficiency in French develops, they will begin to incorporate 

new vocabulary through their inquiries. 





How Learning is Communicated
Ongoing, clear and meaningful communication between parents, their child and 

the educator team is vital to a child’s growth in learning.” 
(p.4, Understanding Your Child’s Reports) 

Examples of communication:

 Conversations through phone calls or in person

 Emails, written notes

 Digital portfolios

 Communication of Learning reports (fall, winter, late spring)

 All communication with parents is in English



For More Information
Check out our website: CatholicEducation.ca

or contact our French Consultant 
Jackie Whiting @ jwhiting@bhncdsb.ca

mailto:jwhiting@bhncdsb.ca
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