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Good evening,  

 

I would like to begin by welcoming everyone to the Inaugural Meeting of the Board, and extending a sincere 

thank you to his Excellency, Bishop Lobsinger for joining us and celebrating mass with our Catholic 

community. 

 

It is wonderful to see so many of our dedicated individuals from our system here tonight, joining us at this 

special event. 

 

To my fellow Trustees, for the ninth consecutive year, you have again put your faith in me to lead our board 

as your Chair, and I thank you for your continued trust and support. I also want to take this opportunity to 

congratulate Trustee Carol Luciani on being re-elected Vice Chair, and I look forward to working together 

with her again, over the next year, and for many years to come.  

 

I want to also to this opportunity to welcome back Trustee Dennis Blake who represents Norfolk County. 

Trustee Blake was a previous member of the Board, and it is fantastic to see his return. Finally, I would like 

to welcome our newest member of the Senior Administration team, Superintendent Phil Wilson. 

 

I am excited about the expansion of our Board and the strong fiscal health we have, and will continue to, 

maintain. Our student enrolment has exploded by approximately 10% and we have, once again, posted a 

surplus despite the pandemic challenges. Though all this, we were still able to expand supports for our 

students including English as a Second Language, Special Education, tutors in the classrooms, and mental 

health. 

 

I take great pride in ensuring that our district remains fiscally responsible achieving another year of surplus. 

I am pleased to report under this Board's leadership, we have secured the building of two new schools, 

provided many resources in the areas of numeracy and literacy to support student achievement, and 

helped students and families navigate health and safety during the pandemic. We achieved this by using 

our available funding responsibly, and within budget, to develop innovative learning opportunities for all 

students. Our commitment to improving technology in the classroom remains front and centre as our 

students learn and train for jobs of the future, and as always, every decision we make is grounded with the 

mindset of “putting students first”. 

 

I am excited by what this next term brings. Our Board is growing and expanding at an exponential rate. 

With a growing student population, comes the need for significant investment in new schools in our district. 

I am pleased that we have commenced the design process for a new Catholic elementary school in 

Caledonia, scheduled to begin construction in Spring 2023. We have also begun the process of planning 

for the multimillion-dollar revitalization of the Assumption College School’s sports field. 

 

I am very pleased to report that we are in the final stages of negotiations to purchase 17 acres of property, 

in the North end, from the city of Brantford, where we will build a new 45.7M Catholic secondary school. 

This project will be the flagship of our Board, with a strong focus on academics, trades, and state-of-the-art 

technologies. This Catholic secondary school is scheduled to open its doors in September 2026 and will be 

the first new high school in Brantford since 1992. This investment from the provincial government was the 
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largest capital investment by the province during the last round of capital allocations and will create 

hundreds of new teacher and support staff positions in our Board. 

 

Publicly funded Catholic education in the Province of Ontario is alive and strong, and we continue to see 

the dedication and involvement of our Parishes, teachers, staff, families, community, and government. Our 

home-school-parish partnerships are the root of our strength and support our students, not only in their 

academic journey, but in their faith journey. It is the blessing of this strong partnership that helps creates 

the leaders of tomorrow. 

 

June 2023 marks the end of our multi-year strategic plan. I am immensely proud of our staff for their 

dedication to making our 2020-2023 ‘For All’ strategic plan a great success. We aimed high, stayed the 

course regardless of the pandemic, and are on track to achieve all our goals. This plan was an immense 

undertaking by all, and I congratulate everyone for their hard work in reaching this success. In the new year 

we will be reaching out to students, staff, families, and our community partners to, once again, help develop 

the direction of the district for future years.  

 

The partnership the Board of Trustees has with our Senior Administration team is like no other we have 

ever seen before. Trustees work closely and collaboratively with our Senior Administration team in 

developing the best path forward, together, for our district. Our Trustees will continue to be visible and 

accessible in our schools, and will continue to strengthen those relationships with our principals, teachers, 

staff, parents, and students of our system.  

 

As a parent with a child in our system, I know that labour uncertainty is on the mind of everyone. We are 

committed to keeping students in the classroom. Historically, our Board and our union partners have 

worked very well together and hold a fundamental respect for each other. It is this collaborative 

environment, with our students at the centre, that continues to foster a relationship built on respect, 

collaboration, and solutions. This year, we will continue negotiations with our union partners which, through 

collaboration and open communication, will move us forward in the process. 

 

The support of Catholic education is strong, and our District’s continued increasing enrolment solidifies this. 

We are excited about growing and the opportunities that come with that enrolment growth. Regardless of 

how big we become, we will continue to work together with the support of our families, staff, and parish 

community. 

 

As always, I continue to encourage our Catholic community to reach out to me for any matter. I truly 

appreciate your input, comments, and opinions, and it is this feedback and collaboration that helps inform 

our decisions and make Catholic education better for all students.  

 

I would like to thank the Trustees, once again, for demonstrating their continued faith in me. I will continue 

to do my best, every day, to help lead the district, and continue to make us true leaders in the province. I 

cannot wait to see the continued great work of our staff and students over the coming year.  

 

In closing, I would like to say thank you to our ratepayers for continuing to put your faith in the members of 

this Board. As the Chair of the Board of the Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School Board, I will 

commit my best every day to ensure that our students, and their success, remain the focus of our faith-

filled Catholic district.  

 

Thank you once again for your support of publicly funded Catholic education and God bless all of you. 

 

~Chair of the Board, Rick Petrella 

 


